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St. Louis Metropolitan Police Department Transitions Crime Reporting 

System 
The Summary Reporting System (SRS) will now become the National Incident-Based Reporting 

System (NIBRS) 

  

St. Louis, Mo – On January 1st, 2021, in compliance with a national FBI mandate, the St. 

Louis Metropolitan Police Department will transition its crime reporting to the FBI’s Uniform 

Crime Reporting (UCR) program from the traditional Summary Reporting System (SRS) to the 

National Incident-Based Reporting System (NIBRS). The FBI is retiring the traditional SRS 

and transitioning to NIBRS beginning January 1, 2021. NIBRS provides more meaningful and 

detailed data about crime than the traditional SRS, offering more comprehensive insight into 

characteristics of crime events. In order to facilitate this transition, our Department has been 

working diligently for over a year to implement a new NIBRS-compliant incident reporting 

system. 

 

While the traditional SRS reported 10 Part I (Index) major/common offenses and an additional 

set of minor/less common offenses based upon persons arrested, NIBRS currently identifies 28 

Group A offense categories representing generally more serious offenses, and an additional set 

of 13 Group B offense categories representing generally less serious offenses based upon 

persons arrested. NIBRS also gathers a standardized set of characteristics about offenses that 

provide greater detail about the nature of crime events, including the use of weapons, more 

victim/offender detail (including victim/offender relationships), and the nature of the activity 

associated with the offense(s). 

 

A notable change from this transition will be the elimination of the traditional SRS “Hierarchy 

Rule.” Based upon a long-standing hierarchy of crimes generally associated with the severity 

of the offense behavior, this rule required law enforcement agencies to report only the most 

serious criminal offense per incident; leaving lower-ranked offenses in multiple-offense 

incidents unreported. NIBRS requires the reporting of all separate and distinct offenses (up to 

10) within a particular incident. This change will provide a more detailed and comprehensive 

depiction of crime incident events. For example, in an incident involving shots fired at a group 

and one person being killed, the traditional SRS captured only the homicide, while NIBRS 

captures the homicide and all other assaults. With this change in reporting practices, the public 

will likely see some small increase in crime statistics. It is important to note that this increase 

does not mean that crime is on the rise, but rather that crime is being reported in a more 

detailed and comprehensive fashion.  



 

Helpful Links: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fw967gqhw5Y&feature=youtu.be 

https://www.fbi.gov/services/cjis/ucr/nibrs 
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